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4 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
Clothes for Tiny T 9ts 
By HARRIET ALLEN 
\_ 
Variations of a pattern. (Courtesy of Myra Karsten.) 
WANTED: A brand new idea for 
clothes for Junior, a sturdy man of 
three, and Betty, a dainty miss of two. 
Frantic Mother. 
Such is the appeal sent out by hosts of 
mothers who lack either the time or r~­
sourcefulness to figure out new ideas for 
themselves. 
On the other hand many mothers have 
the idea that just because childrf'n are 
chilaren, it is not necessary for them to 
take the time and trouble to design and 
construct clothing which really is dis-
tinctive and becoming to the individual 
child. However, it is quite as important 
a problem to set oneself to in the planning 
of children's clothing as in the case of 
the grownup. 
One of the most important considera-
tions for the mother to take account of 
in the selection of designs for her chil-
dren is that simplicity be made the domi-
nant feature of the entire costume. Per-
haps this problem is even more funda-
mental than that of matching personali-
. ty, for child nature, which is simplicity 
incarnate, is after all, the underlying and 
universal peculiarity of the wee folks 
which must first be satisfied if one could 
hope to produce garments correct for 
children. Fussy clothes hamper the free-
dom of the body and prohibit the joyous 
play and activity which is every child's 
birthright, besides appearing incon-
gruous or out of place on the child. For 
that matter, many grownups might do 
well to heed this suggestion and apply it 
in the selection of their own garments. 
Obviously then, before the mother can 
plan a costume which is suitable for her 
child she must analyze the child and make 
a note of all the factors which might 
contl'ibute to the becomingness or unbe-
• comingness of the garment. Such fac-
tors, as they have been analyzed in a 
class in children's clothing, include build, 
coloring, complexion, temperament and 
personality in general. Is the child stocky 
or slender, what color are the hair and 
eyes, is the complexion a dark olive or a 
peaches and cream type, is the child a 
quiet sweet child or is he full of "pep" 
and life? AU of these elements have a 
·decided influence on the proper selection 
of design, color and texture in costume. 
To illustrate, let us take Junior and 
Betty. Junior is a stocky brunette, with 
the ordinary complexion, and very mascu-
line in action and appearance. 
Darker shades of greens, blues, and 
browns with small amounts of intense 
color might be used. Narrow stripes lend 
an effect of height, and to attain the same 
end, all cross lines should be avoided. 
The heavier, more durable materials are 
most suitable and designs should be strict-
ly tailored. 
Betty is a lovely little blonde with very 
dainty ways. She will r equire the lighter 
values of blues ,lavenders and greens. 
Sheer, light weight materials, used with 
frills and flounces and developed into 
quaint designs, are for her. She would be 
adorable in tiny prints or checks. 
One type which seems particularly per-
plexing in this matter of clothes is the 
little "red-head." The thing which must 
be watched in planning clothes for this 
child is color, since the remarks made 
above in regard to build and temperament 
will apply in this case as well. The hair 
needs to be toned down so colors which 
will accomplish this purpose would, obvi-
ously, be one's choice. Such colors are 
greens, blues, and green-blues. Browns 
are good since they harmonize with the 
hair. 
So much for personality study, which 
helps the mother to discriminate between 
designs lovely in themselves but which 
would be wholly out of place on certain 
children. 
As for variation in design; the mother 
need not buy a pattern every time she 
wishes to add a new collar, a n ew sleeve 
or a bit of smocking. The designs illus-
trated above, which were worked out in 
the children's clothing class at Iowa State 
College, show what can be done in this 
respect. A very simple foundation pat-
tern is used and various alterations, in· 
eluding a variation in materials and color 
harmonies, are made. 
At the start, the suggestion ought to be 
made that hope of developing or creating 
in every mother this article r eaches, a 
"nose" for the unusual or charming in 
childrens' frocks and suits, is not enter-
tained. No matter how much or how 
splendid the advice or direction offered, 
there are bound to be some women who 
do not have the native ability or skill re-
quired for r eal success in this field. This 
explanation, however , is not intended to 
discourage attempts, for there is always 
room for improvement, no matter how un-
fertile the soil may seem to be, but mer e-
ly to put the r eader on her guard and 
not to expect the impossible or fantastic 
over-night success. Much practice and 
observation are required here as else-
where. 
One of the simplest ways, r ecommended 
by clothing instructors, to achieve an ef-
fective garment and at the same time be 
practical, is thru the use of stitchery, 
commercial braids and bindings. 
Junior's suits could be livened up by 
making bound buttonholes with a con-
tJ·asting colored bias tape. A fancy 
checked or striped bias tape might even 
be used. These buttonholes used with 
buttons of novel shape and color would 
make Junior very satisfied with himself. 
There are · also cunning braids with ani-
mals, chickens and ducks embroidered on 
in colors, which the little folks adore. 
These braids are now sold by many de-
partment stores. 
In the case of a check the stitchery de-
sign would probably be worked out on 
the checks, keeping it, of cour se, in close 
proximity to the bias tape. In the case 
of the print, however, one might place the 
stitchery on the tape itself. For instance, 
two rows of narrow bias tape, placed far 
enough apart to allow a strip of the un-
derlying material to appear, were joined 
by a r ow of cross stitching of contrasting 
colors. 
Bias tape may be used in a variety of 
ways and one can purchase almost any 
color. Plain colored tape used with a 
print or check and combined with a bit 
of cross stitching or similar stitch is a 
very effective finish. 
Bias tape combined with r ick-rack has 
a number of possibilities. For instance, 
a tiny blue and white print was trimmed 
with a band of white tape, on either edge 
of which was placed a row of very fine 
blue rick-rack. With the same print 
might also h ave been used two rows of 
fine rick-rack, one row being red and the 
other blue. Another good way of com-
bining rick-rack and tape is to lay the 
rick rack quite close to a raw edge of 
material and then bind the raw edge and 
the points of the rick rack coming close 
to the edge of the bias tape. The rick 
r ack might be of a color and the t ape 
white or the other way around. 
Many times when a quick and easy fin-
ish is desired the shell stitch will serve 
as a happy solution. This ordinary stitch 
may be made out of the ordinar y by us-
ing colored thread. 
The use of yarns for stitchery purposes 
cannot be over-emphasized. Such lovely 
color combinations can be secured in this 
way, besides offering pleasing contrasts 
in textures. 
These ar e only a few suggestions which 
will perhaps serve as a stimulus to the 
mother who is creatively inclined. As 
was suggested above, in order to achieve 
Individuality and distinction the mother 
must herself create the costume which 
will express the personality of her child 
and use the miscellaneous suggestions 
which ar e offered on every hand as mere-
ly a spur to her own creative ability. 
